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Aloha ChairsandMembersof HonoluluCity Council,

Testimonyin STRONGSUPPORTof Bill 10

My nameis JoyLeilei Shih andI amagraduatemarinebiogeochemistryresearcher
atUniversityof Hawaii in theOceanographyDepartment.I alsohavea Master’sin
MarineBiodiversityandConservationfrom ScrippsInstituteof Oceanography,and
havebeenworking on marineconservationeffortsfor manyyears.Bothmy current
researchandbackgroundindicatethatplasticdebrisin themarineenvironmenthas
widespreaddeleteriouseffects,andis a seriousproblemthat mustbedealtwith in a
timelymanner,especiallyin placessuchasourIslandState,wheretheoceanis an
indispensablepartofourcultureandlivelihood.

Plastics,especiallysingle-useplasticbags(over 500 million ayearareusedin
Hawaiialone),foul thebeautifullandscapewecall home,blowingin thewind,
catchingalongguttersandcanals,filling outburgeoninglandfills, andfloatingby in
thewater.Seaturtles,seabirds,andwhalesareincludedin thecountlesscasualties
causedbyingestionor entanglementin plastics.Plasticdoesnotbiodegradein any
timeframewearefamiliarwith in ourlifetime.Theoneswehavealreadydiscarded
into outenvironmentwill bearoundmuchlongerthanplastichasevenexisted.

Pleasehelp HonoluluCountyaddressthis needlessharm.Cities andcountiesacross
thenationhavetakenthisimportantstep.Ourneighborislandshaveenjoyeda
markedlymorebeautifullandscapefollowing theirsuccessfulbans.Indeed,asthe
world embarkson movingawayfrom fossil fuels, this is anessentialstep.Plasticis
madefrom petroleum,takesenergyto make,andtakesfuel to getshippedhalfway
acrossthePacific.

Mahalofor yourexcellentleadershipin consideringBill 10.

Sincerely,
JoyLeilei Shih
iovshih~hawaii.edu
(650) 380-5482
3267MokihanaStreet
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